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Homeless Student Regulations  

Required by Federal and State Law 

 

Homeless  s tudents  sha l l ,  by  def in i t ion ,  inc lude  the  fo l lowing:  

1 .  Ch i l d r en  an d  y o u th  wh o  a r e  sh a r i n g  t h e  h o u s in g  o f  o th e r  p e r so n s  d u e  

t o  l o s s  o f  h o u s in g ,  e co n o mi c  h a rd sh ip  o r  a  s i mi l a r  r e a so n ;  a r e  l i v in g  i n  

mo t e l s ,  h o t e l s ,  t r a i l e r  p a rk s  o r  c a mp in g  g ro u n d s  d u e  t o  t h e  l a ck  o f  

a l t e rn a t i v e  ad eq u a t e  a cco m m o d a t i o n s ;  a r e  l i v i n g  i n  e merg en cy  o r  

t r an s i t i o n a l  sh e l t e r s ;  a r e  ab an d o n ed  i n  h o sp i t a l s ;  o r  a r e  a wa i t i n g  fo s t e r  

c a r e  p l ac e me n t .  

2 .  Ch i l d r en  an d  y o u th  wh o  h av e  a  p r i ma r y  n ig h t t i me  r e s id en c e  t h a t  i s  a  

p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  p l a ce  n o t  d e s ig n a t ed  fo r  o r  o rd in a r i l y  u sed  a s  a  

r eg u l a r  s l eep in g  ac c o mmo d a t i o n  fo r  h u ma n  b e in g s .  

3 .  Ch i l d r en  an d  y o u th  wh o  a r e  l i v in g  i n  ca r s ,  p a rk s ,  p u b l i c  sp a c e s ,  

ab a n d o n ed  b u i l d in g s ,  su b s t an d a rd  h o u s in g ,  b u s  o r  t r a i n  s t a t i o n s  o r  

s i mi l a r  s e t t i n g s .  

4 .  M ig r a to ry  ch i l d r e n  wh o  me e t  o n e  o f  t h e  a b o v e - d es c r i b e d  

c i r cu ms t a n ce s .  

 

 E n ro l l me n t /P l ac e me n t    (S e e  J BC )  

 T h e  ad mi n i s t r a t i o n  sh a l l  co n s id e r  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  ch i l d ,  w i th  

p a r en t a l  i n v o l v e me n t ,  i n  d e t e r min in g  wh e th e r  t h e  ch i l d  s h o u ld  b e  en ro l l ed  i n  

t h e  s ch o o l  o f  o r i g in  o r  t h e  s c h o o l  t h a t  n o n h o me l e s s  s t u d en t s  wh o  l i v e  i n  t h e  

a t t en d an c e  a r e a  i n  wh i ch  t h e  h o me l e s s  ch i l d  o r  y o u th  i s  a c tu a l l y  l i v in g  a r e  

e l i g ib l e  t o  a t t en d .   T o  t h e  ex t en t  f ea s i b l e ,  an d  i n  ac co rd an ce  w i th  t h e  ch i l d  o r  

y o u th ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t ,  t h e  ch i l d  o r  y o u th  sh o u ld  co n t i n u e  h i s  o r  h e r  ed u ca t i o n  i n  

t h e  s ch o o l  o f  o r i g i n ,  ex cep t  wh en  co n t r a ry  t o  t h e  w i sh e s  o f  t h e  p a r en t  o r  

g u a r d i an .   I f  t h e  y ou th  i s  u n a cco mp an i e d  b y  a  p a r en t  o r  g u a rd i an ,  t h e  h o me l e s s  

co o r d in a to r  w i l l  co n s id e r  t h e  v i e ws  o f  t h e  y o u th  i n  d e c id in g  wh e re  t h e  y o u th   

w i l l  b e  ed u ca t ed .   T h e  ch o i ce  r eg a rd in g  p l a ce me n t  sh a l l  b e  ma d e  r eg a rd l e s s  o f  

wh e th e r  t h e  ch i l d  o r  y o u th  l i v e s  w i th  t h e  h o me l e s s  p a r en t s  o r  h a s  b een  

t e mp o r a r i l y  p l ac ed  e l s ewh er e .  
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 T h e  s ch o o l  s e l ec t ed  sh a l l  i m me d i a t e ly  en ro l l  t h e  h o me le s s  ch i l d  o r  

y o u th ,  ev e n  i f  t h e  ch i l d  o r  y o u th  i s  u n ab l e  t o  p ro d u ce  r e co rd s  n o r ma l ly  r eq u i r ed  

fo r  en ro l l me n t ,  su c h  a s  p r ev i o u s  ac ad e mi c  r e co r d s ,  i m mu n iz a t i o n  r e co rd s ,  p ro o f  

o f  r e s i d en cy  o r  o th e r  d o cu m en t a t i o n .   Ho w ev e r ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  may  r eq u i r e  a  

p a r en t  o r  g u a rd i an  o f  a  h o me l e s s  ch i l d  o r  y o u th  t o  su b mi t  co n t a c t  i n fo r ma t io n .  

 T h e  d i s t r i c t  mu s t  p r o v id e  a  w r i t t en  ex p l an a t i o n ,  i n c lu d in g  a  s t a t e men t  

r eg a rd in g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  ap p e a l ,  t o  t h e  h o me le s s  ch i l d  o r  y o u th ' s  p a r en t  o r  

g u a r d i an ,  o r  t o  t h e  h o me l e s s  y o u th  i f  u n ac co mp a n ied ,  i f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  s en d s  t h e  

ch i l d  o r  y o u th  t o  a  s ch o o l  o th e r  t h an  t h e  s ch o o l  o f  o r i g in  o r  o th e r  t h a n  a  s ch o o l  

r eq u es t ed  b y  t h e  p a r en t  o r  g u a rd i an .  

 I f  a  d i sp u t e  a r i s e s  o v e r  s ch o o l  s e l ec t i o n  o r  en ro l l m en t  i n  a  s ch o o l ,  t h e  

ch i l d  o r  y o u th  sh a l l  b e  i mme d ia t e ly  ad mi t t ed  t o  t h e  s ch o o l  i n  wh ich  e n ro l l me n t  

i s  so u g h t ,  p en d in g  r e so lu t i o n  o f  t h e  d i sp u t e .   T h e  ch i l d ,  y o u th ,  p a r en t  o r  

g u a r d i an  s h a l l  b e  r e f e r r ed  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  h o me l e s s  co o rd in a t o r ,  wh o  w i l l  c a r ry  

o u t  t h e  d i s p u t e  r e so l u t i o n  p ro c es s  a s  ex p ed i t i o u s ly  a s  p o s s ib l e .   

 F o r  t h e  p u rp o s es  o f  t h i s  p o l i cy ,  " s ch o o l  o f  o r i g in "  i s  d e f i n ed  a s  t h e  

s ch o o l  t h a t  t h e  s t u d en t  a t t en d ed  wh en  p e r ma n e n t l y  h o u sed  o r  t h e  s ch o o l  i n  

wh i ch  t h e  s t u d en t  wa s  l a s t  en ro l l ed .  
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A  co mp l a i n t  r eg a rd i n g  t h e  p l a ce me n t  o r  ed u ca t i o n  o f  a  h o m e l e s s  ch i l d  

o r  y o u th  s h a l l  f i r s t  b e  p r e sen t ed  o r a l l y  an d  i n fo r ma l ly  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  h o me l e s s  

co o rd in a to r .   I f  t h e  co mp l a in t  i s  n o t  p r o mp t ly  r e so lv ed ,  t h e  co mp l a i n an t  may  

p r e s en t  a  f o r ma l  w r i t t en  co mp l a in t  ( g r i ev an ce )  t o  t h e  h o m e l e s s  c o o rd in a to r .   

T h e  wr i t t e n  co mp l a i n t  mu s t  i n c lu d e  t h e  fo l l o win g  i n fo r m a t io n :  d a t e  o f  f i l i n g ,  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  co n c e rn s ,  t h e  n a me  o f  t h e  p e r so n  o r  p e r so n s  i n v o lv ed  an d  a  

r e cap i t u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  t a k en  d u r i n g  t h e  i n f o r ma l  ch a rg e  s t ag e .   W i th i n  

f i v e  (5 )  w o rk in g  d a y s  a f t e r  r e ce iv in g  t h e  co mp l a i n t ,  t h e  co o rd in a to r  sh a l l  s t a t e  

a  d e c i s i o n  i n  wr i t i n g  t o  t h e  c o mp l a in an t ,  w i th  su p p o r t i n g  e v id en ce  a n d  r e a so n s .   

I n  ad d i t i o n ,  t h e  co o rd in a to r  w i l l  i n fo r m th e  su p e r in t en d e n t  o f  t h e  fo r ma l  

co mp l a in t  an d  t h e  d i sp o s i t i o n .  

 S erv i c e s  

 E a ch  h o me l e s s  ch i l d  o r  y o u th  sh a l l  b e  p ro v id ed  s e rv i c e s  co mp ar ab l e  t o  

s e rv i ce s  o f f e r ed  t o  o th e r  s t u d en t s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n c lu d in g ,  b u t  n o t  l im i t ed  t o ,  

t r an sp o r t a t i o n  s e rv i ce s ;  ed u c a t i o n a l  s e rv i c e s  f o r  wh i ch  t h e  ch i l d  m ee t s  t h e  

e l i g ib i l i t y  c r i t e r i a ,  su ch  a s  e d u ca t i o n a l  p ro g r a ms  fo r  d i s ad v an t ag ed  s t u d en t s ,  

s t u d en t s  w i th  d i s ab i l i t i e s  an d  g i f t ed  an d  t a l en t ed  s t u d en t s ;  v o ca t i o n a l  p r o g ra ms  

an d  t ech n i c a l  ed u c a t i o n ;  s ch o o l  me a l s  p ro g ra ms ;  p r e sch o o l  p ro g r a m s ;  b e fo r e -  

an d  a f t e r - s ch o o l  c a r e  p ro g ra m s ;  an d  p ro g ra ms  fo r  s t u d en t s  w i th  l i m i t ed  E n g l i sh  

p ro f i c i en c y .   Ho me l e s s  s t u d en t s  w i l l  n o t  b e  s eg reg a t ed  i n  a  s ep a r a t e  s ch o o l  o r  

i n  a  s ep a r a t e  p ro g ra m wi th in  a  s ch o o l  b a sed  o n  t h e  s t u d en t s '  s t a t u s  a s  h o me l e s s .  

 T ran sp o r t a t i o n   (S e e  E D AA ,  J BC an d   J GG )   

 I f  i t  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  h o me l e s s  ch i l d  o r  y o u th  t o  a t t en d  t h e  

s ch o o l  o f  o r i g in ,  t r a n sp o r t a t i o n  t o  an d  f ro m th a t  s ch o o l  w i l l  b e  p ro v id ed  a t  t h e  

r eq u es t  o f  t h e  p a r en t  o r  g u a rd i an  o r ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  an  u n a cco mp an i e d  y o u th ,  

t h e  h o me l e s s  co o rd i n a to r .   I f  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  t e mp o ra ry  h o u s in g  i s  o u t s i d e  t h e  
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a t t en d an c e  a r e a  o f  t h e  s ch o o l  o f  o r i g in ,  t h en  t h e  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  wo rk  w i th  t h e  

s ch o o l  o f  o r i g in  t o  ag r ee  o n  a  me th o d  t o  ap p o r t i o n  t h e  r e sp o n s ib i l i t y  an d  co s t s  

f o r  t r an sp o r t i n g  t h e  ch i l d .   I f  an  ag re e m en t  can n o t  b e  r e a ch e d ,  t h e  co s t s  w i l l  b e  

sh a r ed  eq u a l l y .  

 Re co rd s   ( S e e  JR  an d  J GC B  

 An y  r eco r d s  o rd in a r i l y  k ep t  b y  t h e  s ch o o l ,  i n c l u d in g  i mmu n i z a t i o n  

r e co rd s ,  a c ad e mi c  r e co rd s ,  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  g u a rd i a n sh ip  r e c o rd s  an d  

ev a lu a t i o n s  fo r  sp e c i a l  s e rv i c e s  o r  p ro g ra ms  o f  ea ch  h o m e l e s s  ch i l d  o r  y o u th  

sh a l l  b e  ma in t a in e d  so  t h a t  ap p ro p r i a t e  s e rv i ce s  may  b e  g iv en  t h e  s t u d en t ,  so  

t h a t  n e ce s sa ry  r e f e r r a l s  c an  b e  mad e  an d  so  t h a t  r e co rd s  may  b e  t r an s f e r r ed  i n  a  

t i me ly  f a s h io n  wh en  a  h o me l e s s  ch i l d  o r  y o u th  en t e r s  a  n e w  s ch o o l  d i s t r i c t .   

Co p i e s  o f  r eco rd s  s h a l l  b e  m ad e  av a i l a b l e  u p o n  r eq u e s t  t o  s t u d en t s  o r  p a r en t s  

i n  a c co rd a n ce  w i th  t h e  F a mi ly  E d u c a t i o n a l  R ig h t s  an d  P r iv a c y  Ac t .  

 Co o rd in a t o r  

 T h e  Bo a rd  d es ig n a t e s  t h e  fo l l o win g  i n d iv id u a l  t o  ac t  a s  t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  

h o me l e s s  co o rd in a to r :  (N a me  o f  Of f i c e )  (Bu s in e s s  Ad d re s s )  (P h o n e - F ax )   T h e  

d i s t r i c t  sh a l l  i n fo r m  s ch o o l  p e r so n n e l ,  s e rv i c e  p ro v id e r s  an d  ad v o ca t e s  wo r k in g  

w i th  h o me le s s  f a mi l i e s  o f  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  h o me le s s  co o rd in a to r .    T h e  

h o me l e s s  co o rd in a to r  w i l l  en s u re  t h a t :  

1 .  Ho me le s s  ch i l d r en  a n d  y o u th s  a r e  i d en t i f i ed  b y  s ch o o l  p e r s o n n e l  an d  

t h ro u g h  co o rd in a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  w i th  o th e r  en t i t i e s  an d  ag en c i e s .  

 

2 .  Ho me le s s  ch i l d r en  an d  y o u th s  en ro l l  i n ,  an d  h av e  a  f u l l  an d  e q u a l  

o p p o r tu n i t y  t o  su c ce ed  i n ,  s ch o o l s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

 

3 .  Ho me le s s  f a mi l i e s ,  ch i l d r en  an d  y o u th s  r e c e iv e  ed u c a t i o n a l  s e rv i c e s  

f o r  wh i ch  su ch  f a m i l i e s ,  ch i l d r en  an d  y o u th s  a r e  e l i g ib l e ,  i n c lu d in g  

He ad  S t a r t ,  E v en  S t a r t  an d  p r e sch o o l  p ro g ra ms  ad min i s t e r ed  b y  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  an d  r e f e r r a l s  t o  h e a l t h  ca r e  s e r v i c e s ,  d en t a l  s e rv i c e s ,  men t a l  

h ea l t h  s e r v i c e s  an d  o th e r  ap p r o p r i a t e  s e rv i c e s .  

4 .  T h e  p a r en t s  o r  g u a r d i an s  o f  h o me l e s s  c h i l d r en  an d  y o u th s  a r e  i n fo r me d  

o f  t h e  ed u ca t i o n a l  a n d  r e l a t ed  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  av a i l a b l e  t o  t h e i r  ch i l d r en  
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an d  a r e  p ro v id ed  w i th  me an i n g fu l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  

ed u c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  ch i l d r en .  

5 .  P u b l i c  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  ed u c a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  o f  h o me l e s s  ch i l d r en  an d  y o u th s  

i s  d i s s e mi n a t ed  wh e re  su ch  ch i l d r en  an d  y o u th s  r e ce iv e  s e r v i c e s ,  su ch  

a s  s ch o o l s ,  f a mi ly  s h e l t e r s  an d  so u p  k i t ch en s .  

6 .  E n ro l l me n t  d i sp u t e s  a r e  me d i a t ed  i n  a cco rd an ce  w i t h  l a w .  

7 .  T h e  p a r e n t  o r  g u a rd i an  o f  a  h o me l e s s  ch i l d  o r  y o u th ,  an d  a n y  

u n ac co mp an i ed  y o u th ,  i s  f u l l y  i n fo r med  o f  a l l  t r a n sp o r t a t i o n  s e rv i c e s ,  

i n c lu d in g  t r an sp o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  s ch o o l  o f  o r i g i n  an d  i s  a s s i s t ed  i n  

ac c es s in g  t r an sp o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  s ch o o l  s e l e c t ed .  

8 .  Un a c co mp an i ed  y o u th s  w i l l  b e  a s s i s t e d  i n  p l ac e men t  o r  en ro l l men t  

d ec i s i o n s ,  t h e i r  v i e ws  w i l l  b e  co n s id e r ed  an d  t h ey  w i l l  b e  p ro v id e d  

n o t i c e  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  ap p ea l .  

9 .  Ch i ld r en  o r  y o u th s  w h o  n e ed  t o  o b t a in  i m mu n i z a t i o n s ,  o r  i m mu n i z a t i o n  

o r  med i c a l  r e co rd s ,  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a s s i s t a n ce .  
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Complaint Form 
 

 PROGRAMS FOR HOMELESS STUDENTS 

 (Assignment to a School Other than School of Origin/School Requested by the Parent) 

 

After reviewing the situation, it would be in the best interest of your child or youth to be 

educated at  .  

 

Explanation of decision:   

  

  

  

 

If you so choose, you may appeal this decision in the following manner: 

 

You may verbally and informally state your complaint to the district's homeless coordinator.  If 

the complaint is not promptly resolved, you may complain in writing to the  homeless 

coordinator.  You must include the following information: date of filing, description of the 

complaint, the name of the person or persons involved and an explanation of the action taken 

during the informal charge stage.  Within five (5) working days after receiving the complaint, 

the coordinator will provide you a written decision, with supporting evidence and reasons.  In 

addition, the coordinator will inform the superintendent of the formal complaint and the result. 
 

 

Ap p ro v ed :   K AS B R eco m me n d ed  R eg u l a t i o n  –  7 / 0 3  


